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Executive Summary

This document provides a summaryaativities conducted b¥BB Environmental Consulting Inc.
(EBB) as part of th2020 Okanagan Valley Goose Management Progrdihis year the program
included egepddlingandpost-addling gosling surveyThe egeaddlingprogram consisted of pre
addling pairs surweys and nest surveys inrMarch followed by anintensive addling period
throughout April and the first half of Magurvey and access protocols were slightly modifed
comply with restrictions related to the Covi® global pandemic.

This year, the Cityf&/ernon implemented specific recommendations from past reports, including
increased nest and population surveys during the nesting season. This resulted in asedcre
number of identified nests (and addled eggs). It also provided a better understanidgupse
distribution in Vernon during the breeding season as well as potential sources of geese that may
contribute to the Vernon goose population during the suntme

Overall, cews addled 1447 eggs from 3#ests. Of these31 nests wereinaccessiblelue to
safetyconcernsand fivenest sites did not provide authorization®ostaddling ground surveys
indicated that an estimated1Pb of thepostnesting populatio was comprised of yourgf-the-
year.
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1.0 Introduction
1.1 Background

The global population of Canadagse Branta canadensjsand the smber, closely related
cackling gese Branta hutchins)icomprise 1 subspecies of geesBdnkset al. 2004 collectively
referred to as Canadaegsab t NA2N (2 (pée$ wereprgradsiahd summén R |
visitants inBritish Columbia (Campbedt al. 1990). Some nesting was documented on Haida
Gwaii and northern Vancouver Islaril €. fulva) and in thenorthern interior B8.c. moffitti), but

most geese native to British {Dinbia, including the Okanagan Valley were migratory. Geese
used the region as a temporary stopover during migration between northern nesting and
southern wintering grounds.

By thelth T nCQa@dadla gooseumbers had increased througtroducedtransplans of flightless
young(Campbelkt al. 1990). Youngof different taxonomic stocks of Canada geese from across
Canadaand the United States were introduced to British Columbia whth aim ofproviding a
populationthat would allowharvestand wildlife vieving opportunities.

¢CNI yat20FlGSR @2dzy3d 2F GKS mMdpcnQa FyR 1TnQa RAR
geese (i.e., parents) and did not learn migratory patterns. Thesseg and their progeny

remained in areas to which they were relocated. Therent norrmigratory goose population in

the Okanagan Valley is comprised of hybrid offspring from different stocks of geese that were
introduced decades ago. As such, these geleseot fall into recognized subspecies defined by

Bankset al. (2004).

At the time of translocations,he British Columbia landscapbanged. Urban and rural areas
increased, andmany areaswere closedto hunting. Increased suitable habitat with fewer
population controls assisted Canadaegeto become abundant iifferent areasthroughout
the province.

Today noAmigratory, resident populations of Canadaege arelargelyperceived as problem
wildlife due to their abundance, territorial behaviour milug breeding season, croplamage
potential risks tchuman healthand saféy, fouling of grassy areas with droppings;alcoliform
contamination ofpublic swimming areas, damage lowvns and green spaceas well asther
economic losses (Smiét al. 2005). Non-migratory Canadaagsecan befound on landgoverned
by various jurisdictions including federal, provincial,umicipal, and private propertiesuch as
parks,golf courses, schools, and agricultural lands.

Canada geese, like all waterfowl ian@da,are protected under the éderal Migratory Birds
Convention Acand pursuantMigratory Bird RegulationsAny attempts tomanage geese must
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abide by the federaActas well as any provincial and municipal regulations that apply in their
respective regions.

1.2 Regional Background

Okanagan Valley in the interior of British Cohiaiscoping witha serious gose management
issue. Canadaegse are foulingreen spaceand contaminating lake waters to such an extent
that they pose ariskto humanhealth and theassociated economic losses from tourism and
recreation. Communitiesand stakeholders ahe Okanagan Valley formed an Okanagan Regional
GooseManagement Committe (ORGMC) tinplementa unified and landscaplevel approach

to goose managemerthroughout the regionin 2020, contributing partners included:

District of Coldgeam

Greater Vernon Water

City of Vernon

District of Lake Country

Central Okanagan Regidraistrict
City of Kelowna

City of West Kelowna

Westbank First Natian

District of Peachland

District of Summerland

City of Penticton

Naramata

Regional District of KanagarSimilkameen
Okanagan Falls

Town of Oliver

Town of Osoyoas

= =4 4 -4 4 4 4 -5 -9 -5 _9 -9 -9 -2 -9 -2

1.3 Management

The Okanagan Regional Goose Management Strategy and Action Plan (Robertson Environmental
and Ophiuchus Consulting 20@6afted for ORGMC identifienptions to controlthe popuation

of resident Canadaegse The plan wasadopted by ORGMC anslbeing impeémented by EBB
Environmental Consultingnec. (EBByand other contractors (e.g., Wise Wildlife Control, LaHawk
Enterprises) Thisaddling summargescribeghe 14th seasorof the eggaddling programwhich
wasimplemented in the spring d2020.
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1.4 Coordination and Implementation of the Valley-Wide Egg Addling
Program

Eggaddling is a relatively simple, cesffective and humane tool for controllingeproductive
output of Canadaegese. To be effective, crews must be trained to access nesting ardasldle
eggssothat geese will not renest. ews must be thorough, ensuring all nests in a targeted area
are included. Manyarget areas are within public viewingrew membersare often required to
sensitively address questions and refer public te pnogramcoordinator and other resouss

for additional information.

In addition to actual addling, thearly years of theorograminduded development of an egg
addling protocol manua including mapping nest locaties using GPS technologyand
maintaining records of nest sites and addling activitieisis protocol is available as an additional
reference document.

1.5 Canada Goose Reproductive Ecology

A successfuCanada goosegg addlinggrogram dependsn a sound ecological approadkctors
influencinggoosebehaviourandreproductive outputmust be understoodCanada geseusually
build nests within sight of water; howevegeesewill find alternative sites if necessary (Elphick
et al. 2001, Emironment Canada 2003). r€ferrednesting locations are islands, includiogs of
beaver lodgeand floating mats of vegetatiorFirsttime breeders exhibit high natal fidelignd
will attempt to nest inthe same area they were fledgéiowbray et al. 2002). Geese will return

to old nest sitesor nearby locations year after year. This knowledd®elpful for finding nests
in successive years.

Nests are generally simple, constructed of weeds, twigs and other local vegetkaomales will
use theirbodies to make a depression in the vegetative moand insulate itwith down and
feathers removed frontheir breass, resulting in a noticable area of fewer featherd(ood
patch). In the OkanagarEBB has observed geese that have adapted thest corstruction to
urban environments. Nests have beeonstructedfrom scrapes in flower planters; depressions
in sagging boat covers; ciber needle debris on roetops; osprey nesting platformsiipped
stuffingfrom patio/houseboat furnitureand other materals(e.g.,Figure 1).

Females are responsible for building nests and incubating. eBgsing this time, malkewill
RAfAISydfte aYF(dS 3dzr NRE¢ SyadaNAy3dI 20KSNJ 3S§5SaS
indicator of a nearby nest is afle male particularly if he is in an alert postureth his head and

neck held highor as he is approached, he lowers his head and neck in a threatening stance and
hisses.Our experience suggests that a male may be >100 m away from his mate andenest (i.
acrossa wetland), but provided he maintains her within his sight line, he will remain in a vigilant
stance.

Goose Managemerummary2020



E B BEnviron[nenIc:I
Consulting Inc.

During mild climatic condition§;anada gesemaybeginnestingas early as Febauy. Egglaying
is initiated inMarch and can continuento late May. Females typically layl-7 creamy white eggs
(average is Htotal canbe greater thanl2) on consecutive daysrheymay also layaplacement
eggsif originals are preyed uponor the nest is destroyed early in incubatiowhich is
approximately25-27 daygdMowbrayet al. 2002, Environment Canada 2003).

Figure 1. Canada goose nest made from twigs and leaf litter (Vaseux Lake, 2020)

2.0 Methodology

2.1 Administration
2.1.1 Permits

EBB obtained permits from Environment Canadayfmse eggddling andaddling in the Vaseux
Lake Migratory Bird Sanctuaryn addition EBBobtaineda 10yearauthorizationfor accessing
and addling withilBCProvincial Parke/hich included consultation with loc&irstNations. As
part of the consuhtion process, Westbank First Nation provided an additional letter of
authorization for access on traditional lands.
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Shortly after the onset of the addling field work, BC Parkset! all access tarovincialparks to
the public and permit holderdlue torestrictions related to the Gad-19 globalPandemic.EBB
applied for an exemption whichagreceived on Apri2.

Environment Canadaequired individual landowner authorizatioriorms in addition to the
overarching OVGMP pernfidr activitiesthat occured on private lands.Under this permitting
structure, the federalegg addlingrermit EBB received for the OVGMP was sufficieraétivities
conducted on public lands~vned or managed bjmembersof the ORGMC (e.gmunicipal parks)
Additional lands (&, private residences, institutions, docks/groins above ligh-water mark)
required the signature of éandowner ordesignatednanager attesting EBB was addling on their
behalf. Landowner authorizations are valid for up to three years, depending empthference

of the landowner.Copies of all authorizations are required to hémitted to CWS as part of
mandatory reporting. Landowners who choose the mulgear option must be listedn the
permit application of the followingear.

Table 1. Permit Summary

Permit Issuer

Canada Goose Edgldling Permit for OVGMP Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife
Service)

Landowner attestations as required to augment ¥ GMP Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife

addling permit Servicg

Canada Goose Egg Addling Permit, Vaseux Lake Migratory Bi Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife

Sanctuary Service)

Research and Education Park Use Pefihfityear) BC Parks/Ministry of Environmeand
Climate Change Strategy

Exemptionof the Order & the Regional Director BC Parks and Conservation Officer Service
Division

2.1.2 Media and Public Involvement

A toll number (2877-943-3209) ande-mail address (coordinator@okanagangooseplamgo
were established in 200%or public to call with nest locationsand other questions These
contactsremainactive throughout the year A public service Announcement (PSA) dadted
at the onset of theaddling season to inform and encourggéblic to report nest or observations
of legbanded birds.

2.2 Field Program

2.2.1 Pairs Surveys

Goose Managemerummary2020



E B BEnvironmenIol
Consulting Inc.

Prior to the addling seasopairs of geesavere surveyed for behaviour to gauge timing of the
nesting seasonThis allowed crews to become familiar with the landscape for efficient addling
when egg laying occurredzieldcrew surveyed lansl(e.g, parks, playing fields, beach accesses)
that EBB had permission to access. Pairs and lone Canadaweesedentified, and nest
searchesvere conducted in these locationsAnyearly nests wereoted. Flocks of geese were
alsonoted, but these gpupswere typicallynot nesting (e.g.hadnot reachedmaturity or lost
their mates). Where nests were located¢rew membergecordedUTM coordinates as well as
general description of the area to facilitate relocation and reportifif.nests containedull
clutches ofeggs they were addled, marked and noted followirthe appropriate egg addling
protocol (Sectior2.2.2). Crewslid not use nestnarking techniques (e.glagging tape)as this
can attractpublic or predatos to the nest.In general,finestsare destroyed early imcubation,

a goosepair will likely renest, defeating the purpose of addling

The pais survey also acted asn opportunity to engage with landownersregarding
authorizations. nformation requrements or authorizations sorted out pr to peak nesting
savedtime during the fieldintensive addling season.

2.2.2 Egg Addling

Dailyaddlingoccurredbetween April 1and May16, 2020. Nests located during the praddling

nest surveys were visited firstest searching continued with the expectation that most hew
located nests would contain eggand this was generally the caseCrewsworked in pairs
following the United States Humane Society Canada Goose-&ddling ProtocolHSUS 2009)
and Best Pradtes for Destroying Eggs or Preventing Hatching: Canada Goose Management
(Environment Canada 2011puring addling, me crew membemovedthe female or pair away
from the nest while the other worked at the nest. In high density nest areas, boatacces

only areasworking in threesand fours was more effectiveThe crew membeworking at the

nest counied, addled and marked each egg; the other fended off the guard, ifired, and
recorded data.

Crews numbered the nests in the field to make recheglaasier and allow therto identify new
nestsquickly. M NJ Ay 3 gl & &dzOK GKIFG Fff (GKS S33& Ay b
H 8 SNB f I o(8dufe$ R/ addiiahtheSo@vOrdember at the nest too&PS coordinates

and field notes. Nests were rechecked oncedcasionally twice), approximately-1D days

following the first addling visit depending on incubation status of the nest.

Canada gooseggs arehumanely addled until about 14 dag$incubation (HSUS 2009). If there
was conern that eggswvere older than14 dayscrews performeda float test toestimateage
(Section2.2.2.2. Float tests were routinely performetlring the last part of the eggddling
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seasonL ¥ S333a ¢ SNB ( Satign, thedtdwyhembar witking &t e nesti@etio
each eqgg, either bghaking or oiling

Figure 2. Eggs numbered in a Canada goose nest (West Kelowna, 2020).

2.2.2.1 Oiling and Shaking Eggs

Oilingas a technique for sterilizing ggwas introducedduringthe 2011 addling programas this
was the first year CWS allowed it on thermit. To useoil, eggs weralipped and rolledn a
container of100%biodegradablefood-grade corn 0ilOnly a light coating of oil is necessary to
stopgas exchange and interrupt egg development (HSUS 2009).

When addling by shakinghe egg is vigorously shaken for about one minute. In doinghso,
inner membranesare broken, and the egg content§ & €253 KocKmMb® Iiard and feltby the
field techrician(Figure3).

Hfectivenessand efficiency (i.e.timing and ease ofise) of the two addling methodwere
comparedin 2011. In general, the crefwund the logistics of shaking simpler (j.eo need for

Goose Managemerummary2020 7
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extra equipment and the oil can be messy)t lmiing is physically easier arappears less
aggressivan sensitivepublic locations.Eggsearly in incubation (i.e. -2 days) are not easily
addled with shakingpiling is more effective on these nesliscontinues to baup to the discretion

of the crew which technique should be applied each location.

Figure 3. Field technician shaking goose eggs (Kelowna, 2020).

2.2.2.2 Float Tests

Hoat tests were used to determine the incubation stage of an edfjthe incubation stage was
unknown the addling crevused abucketof waterto perform a float test Eggs thadid notfloat
wereless than two weeks old andere humanelyaddled. Eggthat rosenear the surfacevere
older than two weeks&nd werenot addled (Figurd; HSUS 2009

Goose Managemerummary2020
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Figure 4. Cross-Section of a Float Test: Stages 1-3 represent eggs incubated for less than 2
weeks; Stages 4-6 represent eggs incubated for 14-27 days (Diagram from HSUS Canada Goose
Egg Addling Protocol).

2.2.2.3 Covid-19 Related Restrictions

This year some survey and addling protocols had to be modified to accommodate safety
considerations related to the global Covi@ pandemic. At the direction of provincial health
authorities, physical distancing measures were requireat gtmsured the adiihg crew (which
isolated in place as a team) did not come within 2m of the public or other workers (e.g. municipal,
parks,etc.). In somanstancesthis preventedaddling nestdhat had to be accessed through
apartmentgresidential unts or with munici@l crews (e.g. use of picker trucks). Nest locations
were noted for future years.

2.2.3 Additional Surveys
2.2.3.1 Vernon Surveys

Tounderstand likely sources of nests and geese that moult in Vernon, crews documented geese
throughout Venon and the north arm of Okanagan Lake during the addling season. Locations
with the number of geese were noted and mapped.

2.2.3.2 Gosling Surveys

Followup groundsurveys for goslings were conductiedJuneto helpidentify areasvhere nests
were missed andestimate the number of young in the population. The entire valley was

Goose Managemerummary2020 9
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surveyed, so the estimate contained data from properties that ditl participate in the egg
addling program.

2.3 Leg Band Data

EBB crewobserved geese for legands(Figure 5. Leg-band cata returns were provided from

the National Bird Banding Office (i.e. observations that were reported to that office were
forwarded to EBB) and directly through the OVGMP welfsden general publicMaps are
regularly updatedo provide an overview of disbution of banded birds No new bands were
applied to geese i2020

Figure 5. Yellow plastic leg band with black alpha-numeric code.

3.0 Results
3.1 Egg Addling

EBB crews addlet¥47 eggs from338 nests. An additional08 eggs wee identified that had
been predated and did not require addlingCrews identified31 additional nests that were
inaccessible due to safety concerfesg.,unsafelocation such as a cliff or access violated the
Covid19 physical distancing resttions sich as an apartment patiofive nests were not addled
due to lack of authorizations to access the nestg.( landowner was unavailable for consent;
landowner did not want the nest addl@dr the nestwas foundafter the humane addling
window; Fgure 8)Table 2 provides a summary of egg addling data. An overview of nest
distribution is providedin Figures 6 and 7. Regiortidta are detailed in Appendix A. The mean
clutch size wad.3 (4 to 5)eggs, which is consistent withther years of the progam.
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Table 2. Okanagan Valley Egg Addling Data Summary

Nest Element Value
Minimum Clutch Size 0
Maximum Clutch Size 12
Mean Clutch Size 4.3
Number of Accessiblélests 338
Number ofIinaccessibléNests 36
Total Number ofAddled Eggs 1447
Number of Geese Prevented from Entering Population 1085

(approximately75% of addled eggs)

Nests were built on a variety of substrates including, but not limited to:

Rooftops (cottage, home and industrial)
Planters

Boat Covers, boats armhrges
Groins/breakwaters
Treegstumps,
Docks/wharves

Osprey nesting platforms
Barges

Cliffs

Beaver lodges,

Islands and peninsulas, and
Debris piles.

=4 =4 4 -4 8 -4 -5 -5 -5 2 -9 13

3.2 Media and Public Involvement

A press release wasovided to the City of Kelowna communicationgpedement for distribution
at the onset of the addling prograrfMarch 16) This coincided with the onset of Co\il
restrictions and workrom-home recommendations and may not have bemmrectly released.
Therefore, it was updated arttirectlyre-released to ORGMC members for distributiGhpril 14)

This year we received 65 emails and 10 calls from the public, and 3 requests for interviews from

media. Additional calls and emaise ongoing and include topics such as

Hunting and hunting seasons,
Flocks of migrating geese,
Using dogs for hazing

Geese at beaches,

= =4 4 =4
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Feeding of geese,

Building nests for eggs that appear stranded,
Injured geesedndother wildlife),

Legbands on geese

Goose control in other parts of the countrgnd
Soliciting goose nreagement techniques.

= =4 4 A4 A8 2
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S Nest- acdlzd

# Okanagan Valley Goose Management Program 2 et Legend

Figure 6. Accessible nest sites (addled) during the 2020 field season (valley overview)
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Okanagan Valley Goose Management Program _ {
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Ihazcasshlz Nest Si

Figure 7. Inaccessible nests (not addled) during 2020 field season
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3.3 Vernon Surveys

Data indicated that manyeasts probably occur in the north arm of Okanagan Lake outside of
program reach. Many single geese (likely guards) and pairs of geese (likely breeding pairs) were
observed (Figur®). Flocks of geese were also observed whichndidlikely contain breedig

geese.

3.4 Gosling Surveys

During groundsurveys,population composition wag04 adults and87 goslings(11% young
overalt Table3).

Table 3. Summary Data for 2020 Post-addling Population Ground Surveys

Location Site Adults Juveniles Total % Young Estimated

Clutches
Vernon Kin Beach 26 0 26 0.0 0
Vernon Paddlewheel Hall Park 28 0 28 0.0 0
Vernon Swan Lake 93 4 97 4.1 1
Coldstream Kalamalka Lake 8 0 8 0.0 0
Lake Country Kaloya Regial Park 4 6 10 60.0 1
Lake Country Young Wetland 82 0 82 0.0 0
Lake Country Wood Lake 27 37 64 57.8 7
Kelowna Duck Lake/Ellison Lake 20 0 20 0.0 0
Kelowna Waterfront Park 23 23 46 50.0 4
West Kelowna Westbank FN Beach 18 9 27 33.3 2
West Kelovna  Gellatly Bay 2 0 2 0.0 0
Peachland Beach Avenue 15 5 20 25.0 1
Peachland Boat Launch Park 41 0 41 0.0 0
Summerland Lakeshore Dr Beach Access 2 0 2 0.0 0
Penticton Red Wing Beach 14 0 14 0.0 0
Penticton Penticton Marina 2 0 2 0.0 0
Penticton Skda- Sudbury Beach 6 0 6 0.0 0
Okanagan Fall Christie Beach 16 3 19 15.8 1
Okanagan Fall: AG fields 163 0 163 0.0 0
Okanagan Fall Vaseux North 91 0 91 0.0 0
Osoyoos Osoyoos Lake 23 0 23 0.0 0
Total 704 87 791 11.0 17

3.5 Leg Band Data

EBBbanded281 geese in Vernon, Kelowna, West Kelowna and Pentioceiween 20122018.
The band observation databasentains205entriesand continues to increasdightlyeach year
despitemostobservationsdeingfrom hunters who have shot geedeigure9 shows theoverall
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distribution of band returns relative to their origin for the last five years. FigOrpravidesa
valleywide aspect of local data. Largely, geese banded in central and south Okanagan do not
migrate outside the valley. Geese banded in nortlai@gan (Vernon) are not so clearly defined.
Banding results there indicate resident and migratory geesedhat the banding site.
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Figure 8. Goose observations in Vernon and North Arm of Okanagan Lake
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Figure 9. Band observations coloured by banding origin
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Figure 10. Band observations within the valley
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4.0 Summary and Discussion

This yearl447eggswere addled in the Okanagan Valley. Taking natural mortatidyaocount
addling preventedver 1000new geese from entering thpopulation. Cumuatively, over the
14-year span of the addling programpproximatelyl4,100 geese have beetirectly prevented

from entering the population Recognizing each female goose can hatch up to 240 goslings in
her lifetime, many additional generations of geebave also been prevésad from hatch.

Although geese are traditional in their nesting patters, it is likely that the addling program has
influenced nest distribution since the onset of the prograie observedl08 eggshat had been
predated prior to usihding them.Thisis an increase over past years andy be an indication of
increased predation pressure on nests situated in less opfimeations

As inprevious years, EBB found that the highest density and number of nests were in the Vaseux

Lake Mgratory Bird Sanctuary(103 nests 514 eggs; Tabled). VaseuxLake accounts for
approximately one third ofhe eggs addle@achyear.

Table 4. Summary of addling results at Vaseux Lake

Year Nests Addled Eggs
2007 113 618
2008 124 658
2009 128 674
2010 123 634
2011 123 679
2012 93 536
2013 77 425
2014 72 412
2015 87 446
2016 92 489
2017 79 428
2018 91 479
2019 92 450
2020 103 514

Gosling survey results help us identify areas where efforts should be increased to engage the
public and incease awareness about goose management as well as look for nests. In doing so,
more nest reports and access to lands will increase the abilityesiscto successfully find and
addle nests. Gosling data also provide us with an indicator of overall pregresess and where

we should be directing our field survey/ne#ding efforts This year westimated11%young

for the valleywide population This is a substantial improvement over the 2019 results, which
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showed 18% youngThe largest improvement vgan Vernon where one clutch was identified at
Swan Lake and no clutches were observed at Kin Beach or PaddlewheeleN\Rao#. Lake
remains a lgh source of goslings. Crews identified 4 inaccessible nests at this site, but three
additional clutches wer®bserved. ncreased survey effomeeds to continue at this k& to
identify sourcesof additional clutches.

As the leg-band observion database grows, our understanding of movements, nesting,
longevity and population mixingpntinues tamprove.Themaps provided in this repodontinue

to indicate thatmost geese do not travel along or outside of the val@though some movement
does occur.In terms of population management, this suppetiie conclusion that population
control of these birdgloesnot impact natural migratory populations and will likely have long
term benefits towards mitigation and prevention of damage causeddmssg inthe Okanagan
Valley.

5.0 Recommendations

The following recommendations have been provided to enscoatinued program success.
Recommendations include items that are -going or newly identified. Action items from
previous years that were addressed have been remoRedommendations are as follows:

x Continue mcrease nest survey/addling effort in Vernon

Action: ORGMC tocontinue towork with Vernon to identify resources specifically
available for nest survey and addling.

Action: coordinator to work with Vernon to engage northern partners for increased
data collectim and addling effort in North Arm

Action: Goordinator to continue to implement Vernoispecific nest survey and
addling protocas for the most efficient use of those resources.

Action: Coordinator to ensure that PSA/media releases go out in Veroonfirm
contact of Vernon communications staff.

Action: Continued addling pressure at known/developing colony sites (e.g., Mackay
Reservoir) to prevent nesting colony expansion and hatch success.

x Increase nest survey/addling effort at Wood Lake

Action: Coordindor to ensure time is allocated to Wood Lake fard-to-find nest
surveys

x Continue to achievbuy-in from new partners, stakeholders and the general public

Action: Continue to pomote program activitiesthrough networks and other
conferences/venues (respecting Co\ifl restrictions)
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Action: Have committee members discuss the issue with their counterparts in
other jurisdictions, engage councils where appropriate; discuss the issue with
potential partners such agolf course supertendents, hunting/fshing clubs,
naturalist groups

x Continue todevdop Best Management Practices (BMBs)chures for Canada goose
mitigation to beavailable at municipal halls and online.

Action:  Distribute the updated educational materials to asgpartners and the
public with program objectives

Action:  Work wih jurisdictions on hab#dt maragement options to reduce
attractiveness of conflict areas to geese.

Action: Where public interest is identified, provide training sessions or informational
materials to resident volunteers, and/or partners such as golfs®superintendents
and maintenancestaff, on observing and identifying goose breeding behaviour to
assist in identifying nest locatiofthis can be delivered via videmnference)

Action:Continue to povideaninformation packageo landownerswith a @py of the
information pamphlet, landowner attestn form (required by Environment
Canada),

Action: Prior to addling, draft a media release wigitentresults for the public (e.g.,
population growth statistics such as flattened population growthd & young).

x Improve legband reporting fromurisdictional staff and general public

Action:  Continue to have committee members discuss the issue with their staff
and provide a reporting mechanism.

x Limit nest destruction on private property or boatvays. Destruction of nests within a
breedingseason can resuih re-nestingat new (unknown)locations, and addling crews
missing the new nest;

Action: Encourage residents to prevent nesting by providing information in media
releases following breedingeason, or early in spring; have bylaw officamgify
residents of laws regarding protection of breeding birds and their nests.
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